EDITOR'S NOTE

THE original MS. of these Memoirs covers many hundreds
of closely written foHcTpages, yet only two or three
corrections have been made in it, and it has the appearance
of being a clean copy, most laboriously made by Hickey
himself from a rough draft. The author apparently did
not contemplate its publication, though his introductory
remarks give one the impression that he expected it to in-
terest his friends. The present volume forms but a part
of the Memoirs, which are of such length that one or two
further volumes will be necessary to complete them.

In its original form the MS. runs on almost without a
break. For easier reading it has been divided into chapters
and freely paragraphed. Parts of the MS. have been
eliminated, but where any considerable portion has been
omitted, the reason for the omission will be found in a foot-
note. Otherwise the narrative is given in the author's own
words.

Hickey, as will be seen, has something to say of many
well-known men of the time with whom he was brought into
contact, and perhaps not the least interesting feature of his
Memoirs is the fact that his father, of whom we hear so much
was a friend of Edmund Burke, and one of the group of
public men characterized by Goldsmith in his famous
" Ketaliation,"